A    THOUSAND    YEARS'    STRUGGLE

the end of the thirteenth century. It is worth noting*
that Breslau during the Hohenstaufen era was a
centre of the Polish movement for unity. When, in
the fourteenth century, unity was at last achieved,
the impulse came from another source. At this
period dynastic hate drove the Silesian Piasts into
the arms of Poland's  enemies,  and they swore
fealty to the ruler of Bohemia rather than to their
relatives. In this way the essentially Polish province
was lost to Poland. This was not a struggle between
Poles and Germans, but between Slavs and Slavs.
The events which resulted in the annexation of
Silesia to the  German  Reich belong to a later
period, though armed conflicts between the Poles
and the Germans during the Piast era were not
infrequent. However, we are anticipating and must
revert to the chronological order of developments.
In the year 1138 Boleslaw in his will divided the
Kingdom between his sons, creating Cracow and
its -province a Grand Duchy to be inherited by the
eldest  male,   with  overlordship  over  the  other
Duchies.   The   first   Grand   Duke   of   Cracow,
Vladyslav II, reigned for eight years, the capital
of Poland being now Cracow, instead of Poznan,
Exclusive royal jurisdiction was abolished in favour
of a shared jurisdiction between the Grand Duke
and the 'Magnates'. In the year 1146 Boleslatf IV
ascended the throne. During his reign Pomerania
was lost.  He fought at Halicz in alliance with
Gfea II, King of Hungary. His successor, Grand
Duke Mieszko, reigned only for one year, in 1173,
and was followed by Casimir II, or Casimir the